Dear Jim, 


Huie/Hayes-WMET 


12/18/74 


I’ve read the transcript and more than before, more Jhan on instinct alone, I 
believe our immediate course should be to play it is cool. Give them plenty of tine to 
get in touch with me. ana if they don't, not to. That will make a better record. I also 
asked for a tape so I’d know what Huie said. They did not really promise it and it is 
not unusual when there is a both- sides question, ^o, give them plenty of time to not 
give me a tape. They will probably assume that because of their limited range without 
this going onto the Pub. TV net, we'll not kb have the: exact words. 

I agree with you on the significance of the expec? a arrest. However, I can't recall 
with wliat developments it correlates, if they are public. Might a sic Art about this. 

There are other significant passages, other little things he's dropped. 

I’m even more fortified in my belief that it is his sick ego that drives him to 
tills. Me can't live with. it. 

I'm reminded again that we've seen no official paper I can recall that gives the 
1808 Garondolet address. I we«±S r if this could bo connected with the expected Sept- 
Oetobor 68 arrest? 


Interesting that huie claims Hay began to lie just the time huie was the subject 
of Ray’s complaint to Battle. 

Jorry lias t.. be right in his interpretation of Huie ‘a appearance from the difficulty 
he had getting his wordsput. He is. a man from whom they gush. *et he stuttered, stalled, 
dxd not respond ana went into irrelevanci.es. Huie was, I think, more than merely upset, 
let again that compulsions why go all the way to Mow fork for a TV appearance when he 
had notliing to sell? If ho liad some tiling to sell , the publisher would havo arranged a 
much better audience and on the roleviiiit subject. This lias become a psychological tiling 
with Huie. Ho can’t nandle it. He can't live with it. it is getting to the point where 
he can't speak of it. i think he needs more provoking but it can't be done by remote, 
and a Hew Yofck City only TV appearance is remote. Although he'd hear of it if not get 
a stage. *uiu once again he is the authoritarian, not the "liberal." 

He clearly knew what had happened, at the hearing and gave a false version of the 


Dell contract, knowing it to be false. 

If one seeks reason other than Hide's psychological needs for tliis appearance in 
MIC, the only one that comes to mind immediately is his need fork his SSS public relations. 
Prooably in the literary circles in -which he travels, more with the discovery orders 
serves., ids reputation lias been hurt. While by and large these are unprincipled people, 
they don't like to appear unprincipled, oven to themselves. 

,md let ’ s face it , by now he has to know , especially if Henry lias been leaning on 
him \as in don't you cu-re come') that he can be ruined, financially and in Ids own ego. 


In deciding whether to take an initiative now with VffiBT I think we should ask two 
questions of ourselves: is there something to be gained, some advantage, to making a 
demand now? is there any reason not to let this wait? I see no advantage in immediacy. If 
there is none, then there are other considerations. There can be a better time. Suppose I 
have other possibilities for appearances or work to do there? t,0r Dell to see?) Suppose 
there comes a situation ’where we can use the show? Perhaps after McRae's decision? And it 
would be good to know more about the Hayes-IIuie relationship. Also, there may cone a time 
when you may want to use a civil suit against the station for legitimate purposes, as for 


example as an opening wedge. Even the chances of a suit will be Improved by the passing 


of time without their getting in touch with me, even though they started with me and on 
Martin Waldron's recommendation. Beginning vdth this and switching to Huie and that side 
only getting aired and as it was aired has us in a better legal and psychological situation 


if they don's make ail offer witliin a reasonable time. 

Go, without some need, I'd be inclined to let it wait, at least until I have need 
to go to Hew York. Unless you see something I don't. 

When you havo time, I suggest you write Arp Jr about that expecte.: arrest, how they 
knew the Uarondelet address and with a suggestion about how Haile used him. 


•^est. 



